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Welcome to 
Avenues College Children’s Centre

Principal’s message
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As the Principal of Avenues College, I am honoured to be part of a
school that fosters a supportive community of learners, serving

students from birth to year 12.

Avenues College is the result of the merger between two well-
established schools. Gilles Plains Primary School, which commenced

116 years ago in 1901, and Gilles Plains High School, founded in
January 1960. In 2013, the Gilles Plains Child-Parent Centre evolved

into the Gilles Plains Children's Centre. We also proudly host
students from the APY lands through the Wiltja Program and have
been supporting students in the Centre of Deaf Education for over

two decades.

At Avenues College, we are committed to providing high-quality
learning programs based on the Early Years Learning Framework,
the Australian Curriculum, and the South Australian Certificate of

Education.

I warmly welcome you and your children to our school, where they
will have the opportunity to embark on their educational journey,

grow with confidence, and develop meaningful relationships.

Hamish McDonald
Principal
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At Avenues College Children’s Centre we work together with children, families, and
the community to achieve the best possible learning, health, development and well-

being outcomes. We learn together on Kaurna Land and acknowledge the rich
histories of the Kaurna people and respect past and present leaders. We are a

welcoming place. 
We believe children need to feel safe and secure in our Centre. Our safety focus is
providing appropriate support for all and more support for those who need it most. 
Our ways of learning with children are based on high quality evidence that identifies

strengths and builds upon self-directed activity, hands-on learning, collaborative
play, creative choice and problem solving. We believe children are powerful,

competent and capable agents, in their own learning. Every child is unique and
supported to develop skills and gain confidence to successfully face the challenges

of an ever-changing world, in an environment that values a sense of learning,
innovation and agile thinking.   

Our Centre recognises the incredibly important role that families and educators play
in children’s development and learning. We work with families to ensure strong

holistic outcomes for their children.
Our Centre is a reflection of our diverse Australia and we value difference in

children, staff and family context as an asset. We affirm that our children have
voices and importantly, we listen to them and demonstrate that we hear them. 

 
Our Centre considers Reggio inspired beliefs that every child has:

100 languages
“The child has a hundred languages, a hundred hands, a hundred thoughts, a

hundred ways of thinking, of playing, of speaking.
A hundred always a hundred ways of listening, of marvelling, of loving, a hundred

joys, for singing and understanding, a hundred worlds to discover, a hundred worlds,
to invent, a hundred worlds, to dream.” 

Updated June 2024

Statement of Philosophy



Key Staff Contacts

 Principal
Hamish McDonald

 Head of Children’s Centre
Rhianna Woodbury

 Teacher
Upasana Srivastava

 Teacher
Divya Sedhev

 Teacher
 Christine Chapman

 SSO
Rahin

Madhani

 SSO
Sumaira
Naheed

 SSO
Qing Ou

 SSO
Hengi

Fahimia

 Children’s
Centre
Admin

 Bec Wythe
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At Avenues College Children’s Centre we provide:
Preschool Program

Learning Together Playgroup (Birth-3)
Minya Mob Playgroup (Birth-5)

CaFHS clinic
We are currently seeking approval to run an integrated Occasional Care
Program for children 2-5 years. Please see Children’s Centre staff for a

registration of interest form. 
We also work in partnership with a range of Government and non-

government organisations to provide a variety of community programs.
Please see our What’s On Termly Calendar for more details.

Children’s Centre Programs

Children’s Centre Outcomes Framework
Our Vision 

Children’s Centres work together with children, families and the
community to achieve the best possible learning, health, development

and wellbeing outcomes.
Our Goals

Children have optimal health, learning and development
Families facilitate strong outcomes for their children

Aboriginal children are culturally strong and confident
Partnerships to improve the safety, health, development and wellbeing

of children and families
Centres are widely known and are child and family friendly



Preschool Calendar 2024
Blue Group – Mondays / Tuesdays 8:40am -3:10pm

Yellow Group – Thursdays / Fridays 8:40am-3:10pm
Wednesday sessions 8:40am – 2:20pm (alternate weeks per below)
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What to bring
Children will need to bring a packed lunch and snack for the day, a drink

bottle (water only) and a hat. We encourage families to pack a spare
change of clothes for your child in the event of messy play or toileting

accidents. 

We are a nut and allergy aware centre and ask
that food brought in does not contain nuts, as

other children with food allergies 
may be enrolled during your child’s session. We

ask you to respect these allergies and food
restrictions, so all children attending our

Children’s Centre are safe. 

Food and Nutrition
At Avenues College Children’s Centre we promote healthy eating and

embed this in the curriculum to support children with knowledge,
attitudes and skills to make positive, healthy food choices. We respect
and celebrate cultural diversity and the food preferences of families.

We encourage families to follow the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating. If
you require more information regarding our food and nutrition policy,

please contact staff for a copy of the policy.



At Avenues College, we
utilise Class Dojo for

communication between
families/caregivers and
the Children’s Centre.
When your child starts

with us, you will be sent
a Class Dojo invite via

SMS or email that allows
you to access the free

app.

Class Dojo 

 Regular attendance ensures that
students have access to the knowledge
and skills imparted in the learning space

and fosters a sense of routine that is
crucial for future endeavors and

schooling. Consistent attendance allows
students to engage actively in the

learning process, participate in
discussions, and build meaningful

relationships with peers and educators.

If your child is not able to attend their
regular session, we ask that you

contact us via phone, email or Class
Dojo so we can mark their absence

accordingly. 

Attendance

Our Preschool fees are currently $110 per term. 
We invoice in week 3 of each term and ask for fees to be paid in full by
end of week 6. Invoices are emailed to the enrolling parent and a hard

copy is also provided in your child’s letter pocket. 
Payment plans can be organised upon request.

Preschool Fees
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Collection / Pick-up procedures
As per Department guidelines pertaining to children under 5 years, you are required
to sign-in and sign-out your child at the beginning and end of each day in the book
provided. 

Children will only be allowed to leave with an adult that is listed on their emergency
contact or collection authority list. 

If you require a sibling at the school under the age of 18 years to collect your child,
a request form must be completed and signed by both the parent and Children’s
Centre Director or Principal before the child will be allowed to leave the site with
the requested person. 

Procedure for adding another person to collect your child

If you need to add an additional person for collection authority of your child, you
will need to contact the Preschool and provide the following information

Name of child being collected
Name of adult collecting and their relationship to the child
Contact phone number and address for the new adult
Matching ID will be requested by staff at collection time.

Parking at Avenues 

Street parking is available in the surrounding streets with monitored pedestrian
crossings on both Brecon and McKay Avenues. Please note there is no access from
Brecon Avenue to McKay Avenue through the chicane between the hours of 7am-7pm
per council regulations.

If you require regular parking in the gated staff car park closest to the Children’s Centre,
you will need to complete a request at the front office and pay a $20 bond for use of a
fob to access the electronic gate. Please contact the Children’s Centre for more
information.
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What does learning look like at Avenues College Children’s
Centre?

Early Years Learning Framework
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Belonging is the basis for living a fulfilling life. Children
feel they belong because of the relationships they have
with their family, community, culture and place.
Being is about living here and now. Childhood is a special
time in life and children need time to just ‘be’ - time to
play, try new things and have fun.
Becoming is about the learning and development that
young children experience. Children start to form their
sense of identity from an early age, which shapes the
type of adult they will become.

The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia is the nationally approved learning
framework for children from birth - 5 years of age. 

Educators at Avenues College Children’s Centre work in partnership with families
to gain a deeper insight into the children’s individual strengths, interests and
abilities, and codesign learning based on the Early Years Learning Framework
(EYLF). Educators observe children’s play-based learning so they can analyse
children’s progress and intentionally plan to extend their learning. Educators

observe by talking and listening to children, watching play interactions, recording
conversations, taking jottings and taking photos and videos. We regularly update

families about our program and invite families to think and plan alongside us. 

Educators use the following EYLF Learning outcomes to scaffold children’s holistic
development.

Children have a strong sense of identity
Children are connected with and contribute to their world

Children have a strong sense of wellbeing
Children are confident and involved learners

Children are effective communicators
The full EYLF document can be accessed via the website below.

https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-01/EYLF-2022-V2.0.pdf



National Quality Standards
In 2011 we saw the introduction of an Australian wide National Quality

Framework. All services need to have a QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN.
Reviewing and reflecting on the WHAT (we do) of our entire service

provision. 
Avenues College Children’s Centre was assessed in 2021 and received a

rating of Meeting in all seven areas. Our Quality Improvement Plan is
displayed near our program.

Please speak to Children’s Centre staff if you have any questions about
our curriculum. 
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At Avenues College, we strive to work in partnership with families,
as the relationship between educators and families/caregivers is

fundamental to the quality of care and education that children
receive. Open communication in a respectful way ensures the best

outcome for you, your child and the Children’s Centre. The
Department for Education has a procedure for raising complaints
which can be accessed via the Department for Education website
or can be obtained from the Children’s Centre. It recommends that
the child’s Preschool or School should be the first point of contact
whether that be the staff member involved (teacher, SSO) or the

Head of Children’s Centre. 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/department/feedback-and-
complaints/make-complaint-about-school-or-preschool

Complaints Procedure

Sharing of Information
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We encourage families to share as much information with educators as
possible to support your child’s learning and development. As well as the

everyday informal opportunities to share information, there will be a
number of opportunities to do this throughout the year. If you have any

concerns or issues, please do not hesitate to speak to staff and organise
a meeting.

Please know that all the information you share, including medical and
health information is treated confidentially. We thank you for your

support.



The school provides:
A Children’s Centre incorporating Preschool, playgroups, community
programs, interagency staff and CaFHS.
Primary Years Education Reception - year 6
Secondary Years Education years 7-12
A Centre for Deaf Education
Wiltja program
Multimedia and Performing Arts facilities
Music program
Tech facilities
Pleasant grounds with a football oval, soccer pitch, multipurpose courts,
COLA (covered outdoor learning area) playground and native bush tucker
garden
A well-equipped library and gym
Extra curricular activities (eg. Pedal Prix, the Exchange, Nunga Tag Carnival)
Happy Haven OSHC 
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Avenues College B-12

Governing Council

Governance of our Children’s Centre is the responsibility of Avenues College B-12
Governing Council. The committee consists of parents, educators and community

members from the whole school community. Members are elected each year at the
Annual General Meeting. Please consider joining the Governing Council.

All parents and caregivers are most welcome to join the committee. It is a good
way to find out what is happening in the College and contribute to making

decisions. It is also a great opportunity to meet other parents and make new
friends. 



OSHC Facilities
Avenues College uses Happy Haven OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) for after
school, early dismissal and Pupil Free day care. OSHC is located in the Primary
School “Learning Street” and is open until 6pm. Bookings are essential. Please

see below for more information on how to access OSHC at our site.  
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Map of Avenues College

Map of Avenues College Children’s Centre

Preschool

Community Centre
Space

Junior 
Primary
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